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The ERA Act should focus on deregulation & autonomy

Neth-ER strongly urges that the ERA Act does not introduce unnecessary new EU
law, guidelines and regulations. Many consultation topics are already addressed in
other legislative initiatives, such as the ECF and HEU proposals. The ERA Act must not
lead to new rigidity or unnecessary administrative layers. Instead, the Act should focus
on standardisation, simplification and alignment of current initiatives and guidelines,
the ERA Actions and upcoming Innovation Act as much as possible.

In all areas, Neth-ER asks that the ERA Act respects the autonomy of member
states and institutions - aligned with the principle of subsidiarity. This is important to
provide sufficient flexibility to avoid a one-size-fits-all approach that ignores national
circumstances .

Sustainability is missing from the ERA Act

The selection of topics in the questionnaire appears arbitrary or incomplete, especially
considering the current ERA actions. Sustainability is missing both as an
overarching and standalone theme in the ERA Act completely. It is indispensable
to ensure a competitive, autonomous and future-resilient research sector. Moreover, it
is a moral obligation towards climate researchers and Member States affected by
climate change. Research on the impact of R&D policies and investment on
sustainability factors provides insight into long-term cost efficiency and helps to
evaluate the sustainability of research practices as well. This in turn, also benefits
Europe’s competitiveness in climate research.
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